
 
Mission of the Organization 
 Promote sportsmanship and the protection of 

natural resources 
 Promote the quality of Lake Fork fishery and 

other outdoor recreational activities 
 Promote the future of angling through youth 

programs 
 Promote a spirit of cooperation with local, county, 

state, and federal governmental agencies, and 
other civic organizations for the purpose of 
improving Lake Fork and its surrounding 
communities 

 Promote items of interest of the membership at 
large 

 
Next LFSA General Meeting 

Our next regular meeting will be November 9th.  We will 
meet at Oak Ridge Marina.  Come early and enjoy the 
great food. 
 

President’s Report 
Micheal asked member George Schwend for an update 
on marking the bridges around the lake.  George reported 
that a written request has been sent to TexDot asking for 
permission to place highway identification numbers on all 
major bridges around the lake.  Based on his 
discussions, George is optimistic that a favorable 
response will be forth coming. 
 
Congratulations Micheal 
Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association President Micheal 
Rogge was a big winner at the Berkley Big Bass 
Tournament.  In the first hour of day 1 Micheal weighed in 
a 2.96 lb bass that ended up being the biggest under the 
slot fish caught during the two day event.  This earned 
Micheal a new Skeeter boat.  Way to go Micheal!! 
 

 
 
 
 

Live Release Boat 

 
 
The Live Release Boat has completed a busy season.  We 
provided support to many of the tournaments held on the lake.  
We want to thank our member volunteers who make this possible.  
The Live Release Boat is provided at no charge to any 
tournament with 50 or more boats. 
 
 

3rd Annual 
LAKE FORK, TEXAS 

 
 
Paul O’Bier of Gunter Defends his Crown  
By Sam Scroggins 
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The Third Annual Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association 
Crappie Tournament was held October 2nd and 3rd at the 
Minnow Bucket Marina on Lake Fork. The two-day 
competition attracted crappie enthusiasts from across 
Texas to vie for over $7500 in prize money. A Youth 
Division was provided for anglers age 17 and under, and 
separate daily bonuses were paid for big fish and the top 
lady anglers. 
 
With its unique format, all anglers participated in the first 
day of competition (Saturday) with $3000 of the $7500 
guaranteed payout at stake. Optionally, the contestants 
could compete on the second day (Sunday) for the 
remaining $4500 in payout. Anglers were permitted to 
bring six crappies to the scales each day. For the two-day 
competition, the weights of the first and second day were 
combined to determine the overall winner. 
 
Blessed with near-perfect weather on Saturday, Paul 
O’Bier of Gunter used a combination of minnows and jigs 
to amass 11.22 pounds with the 6-crappie tournament 
limit. His stringer was anchored by a hefty 2.12 pounder. 
Paul’s   nearest competitor was  Cody Tucker   of  Aubrey 
with 9.57 pounds. Cody was followed closely by Jason 
Townsend of Canton with 9.50 pounds and Roger Putman 
of Lone Oak with 9.35 pounds. Teenager Dillon Gossett of 
Emory took fifth place overall as well as leading the Youth 
Division with 9.10 pounds. Rounding out the top 6 was 
Larry Johnson of Rowlett with 9.06 pounds. Other large 
crappie caught on the first day were a 2.10 pounder 
caught by Sean Gossett of Emory and 2.09 pounders 
caught by both Roger Putman and Jay Don Reeve of Gun 
Barrel City. 
 
Weather conditions changed substantially on Saturday 
night as a front brought strong north winds and very cool 
temperatures on Sunday. In spite of the changing 
conditions, O’Bier’s pattern held  and allowed him to weigh 
A solid  10.79  pounds. This  easily gave  him the  two day 
Tournament win with a total of 22.01 pounds, almost 3 
pounds more than his event winning weight in 2009. 
 
Bob McAffrey of Killeen had the largest second-day 
stringer with 11.81 pounds. This propelled him from 
twentieth place on day 1 all the way to second place with 
a two-day total of 18.96 pounds. This nudged Cody 
Tucker from second to third with 18.56 pounds. Sean 
Gossett of Emory moved from eighth place to fourth place 
overall with a total of 18.52 pounds. Roger Putman held 
on for fifth  place and Jason Townsend of  Canton took 
sixth with 17.46 pounds. 
 
In the second day of competition, James Rains of 
Rockwall tricked an unofficial new Lake Fork record white 
crappie weighing 3.34 pounds for the large fish of the day. 
If certified, James fish will easily overtake the previous 
3.19 pound lake record caught by Emil Schwitzer in 1993. 
A second massive crappie weighing 2.72 pounds was 
weighed by fifth place finisher, Roger Putman. 
 

 

 
James Rains of Rockwall with his unofficial new Lake Fork 
record white crappie weighing 3.34 pounds. 

 
In the Ladies Bonus competition, Leta Bunch of Yantis took top 
honors on the first day with 6 fish totaling 8.22 pounds. She was 
followed by Rhonda Reeve of Gun Barrel City with 7.84 pounds. 
On the second day, Pamela Putman of Lone Oak surged ahead 
with a final total of 16.03 pounds. Rhonda held her second place 
spot with 15.07 pounds total while Leta slipped to third by 
managing only 3.7 pounds for a final total of 11.92 pounds. 
 
In the youth competition, Dillon Gosset’s 9.10 pound stringer 
easily took top honors on the first day. He was followed by 
Hayden Brown of Midlothian with 5.65 pounds. Dillon opted not to 
fish the second day, leaving Hayden with the winning two-day 
total of 8.51 pounds. He was followed in second for the two-day 
event by James Brewer of Quitman with 3.33 pounds. 
 
The top finishers and their weights and winnings are summarized 
below: 
1st Paul O'Bier (Gunter, TX), 22.01 lbs, $3164 (w/Saturday 2.12 
lb big fish) 
2nd Bob McAffrey (Killeen), 16.50 lbs, $1200 
3rd Cody Tucker (Aubrey), 18.56 lbs, $1400 
4th D. Sean Gossett (Emory), 18.52 lbs, $450 
5th Roger Putman (Lone Oak), 17.64 lbs, $600 
6th Jason Townsend (Canton), 17.46 lbs, $550 
 
The complete results can be found on the LFSA’s web-site, 
www.lakeforksa.com. 
 

 
Tournament Winners 

 
 

 


